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PERSPECTIVE

Makhan SSaikia

TThhiiss yyeeaarr��ss tthheemmee ffoorr tthhee
WWoorrlldd IIPP DDaayy ��
��PPoowweerriinngg CChhaannggee::
WWoommeenn iinn IInnnnoovvaattiioonn aanndd
CCrreeaattiivviittyy�� �� rriigghhttllyy
ssiiggnnaallss tthhee rreeccooggnniittiioonn ooff
wwoommeenn eennttrreepprreenneeuurrss aanndd
iinnnnoovvaattoorrss wwhhoo aarree
wwoorrkkiinngg ttiirreelleessssllyy ttoo bbrriinngg
ssoommeetthhiinngg nneeww ttoo tthhee
gglloobbaall ccoommmmuunniittyy.. FFoorr
wwoommeenn rriigghhttss aaccttiivviissttss,, iitt iiss
aallrreeaaddyy ttoooo llaattee ffoorr tthhee
wwoorrlldd ttoo hhiigghhlliigghhtt tthhee
iinnnnoovvaattiivvee eeffffoorrttss
uunnddeerrttaakkeenn bbyy wwoommeenn..
WWoommeenn aarree nnoo mmoorree
wwhhiippppeerrssnnaappppeerrss iinn tthhee
wwoorrlldd ooff iinnnnoovvaattiioonn

Jagannath PPanda 

The mmeeting mmay nnot cchange
everything iin IIndia-CChina
relations ssince iidentical
regional aambitions iin AAsia pput
the ttwo ccountries uunder aa
complex ccompetitive
periphery ttoday. BBut tthis nneed
not bbe rread aas NNew DDelhi
succumbing tto aa rrising CChina
pressure ppost-DDoklam aand
Modi�s aattempt tto aappease
China aahead oof tthe eelection
year. TThe iinformal WWuhan
meet iis hhappening wwith
concurrent iinterests aat sstake
both iin IIndia aand CChina

Modi�s �Mann Ki Baat� with Xi in Wuhan 

World IP Day 2018: Empowering women innovators

The information is still not in the
public domain as to who first

proposed this informal one-on-one
meeting between Prime Minister
Narendra Modi and Chinese
President Xi Jinping. Retaining secre-
cy without being secret is, after all,
part of political diplomacy. Modi’s
visit to Wuhan to meet Xi, not vice
versa, answers this unknown.

Critics in India may perceive this
meeting as a  self-defeating exercise
in image building after challenging
China on the Doklam border stand-
off and not participating in the Belt
and Road Initiative (BRI) summit in
2017. Nevertheless, it is important to
note that India’s image has risen in
China as a serious country even
though the Chinese military strate-
gic circles are still holding grudge
against India for the 73-day-long
face-off on the border. To face a
Chinese challenge in the wake of the
PLA’s provocative posture in Doklam
was no small accomplishment. What
is important here to ask is: will any
other country or military afford to
dare this with the PLA? Japan has not
confronted the PLA despite Beijing’s
provocations in Senkaku Island.
China’s militarisation in the South
China Sea has also not encouraged
the American power with the sup-
port of the Southeast Asian countries
to confront China regarding the
nine-dash line.

The competing India-China
interests in securing energy resources
and protecting their national interests
are bound to collide, coupled with the
age-old boundary dispute. India’s
pluralistic foreign policy under Modi
and Xi’s “new era” foreign policy have
manifested that their national trajec-
tory has a characteristic of being
obstructionist towards each other.
Taking a stance on BRI and chal-
lenging the PLA on Doklam were not
to suggest that the Indian
Government under Modi did not
want good relations with China. In
fact, Modi’s exposure to China was a
long proven experience as the Chief
Minister where he successfully invit-
ed Chinese companies to invest in
Gujarat.

It needs to be noted in this con-
text that Tokyo is trying to rebuild
its relationship with China with
Shinzo Abe’s new tenure in Japan.
Tokyo has even offered “condition-
al” support to BRI. Even though
Australia is part of the Quadrilateral
initiative, it needs to be asked: how
much anti-China position has the
Australian Government taken in
practice? Similarly, Donald Trump
might engage with China for a trade
war, yet the current US Government
does not really have a “rebalancing”
policy like the preceding Obama
administration to contain China in
Asia. Why should India then be
expected to pursue an anti-China
position? Modi’s outreach to China
by visiting Wuhan, therefore, holds

adequate merit.
A militarily stronger China under

Xi could probably afford to ignore
and penalise Indian security interests
by complicating the border situation
at will. Tensions regarding the bor-
der or transgressions might still be
familiar even after the Wuhan meet.
Many would still be sounding cyni-
cal that why did Modi complicate the
Doklam border stand-off for so long
if it had to appease China again by
visiting to Wuhan. Well, diplomacy
has many colours and characters.
Modi’s Wuhan visit to have an infor-
mal meet with Xi needs to seen in a
context that India has to manage
China at many fronts. Having a
good relations and trying to reach to
China is not a precarious approach.

But it is quixotic to argue that India
should not respond to Chinese intim-
idation the way India responded to
China on Doklam stand-off. It is
equally important to note here that
China too might like to confront
India on many issues; but China
would also like to cooperate with
India simultaneously.

China’s foreign policy does fac-
tor India as an important partner,
though mostly as a “conditional”
partner, both for economic diplo-
macy and for greater global objec-
tives. Xi’s 2035 and 2049 envisioned
“new era” foreign policy is a long-
term one where improving relations
with smaller and bigger countries are
a priority. It is hard to presume that
Beijing would not like to improve

relations with India in a period
where it would like its neighbour-
hood to remain stable for its own rise.
Beijing’s global foreign policy objec-
tive is to sideline American suprema-
cy both in Asia and outside, for which
China would require India’s part-
nership. Beijing still needs India’s
partnership in addressing global
governance issues in favour of the
emerging economies such as climate
change, reforming global financial
institutions, etc. Beijing also expects
India to promote the chemistry of
India-China-Russia (RIC) trilateral-
ism better in Asia-Pacific, both with-
in and outside the architecture of the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
(SCO), especially on connectivity.

This Chinese expectation from
India is not far-fetched. India has not
been clubbed as an enemy country
in the Chinese formulation yet.
Rather, Beijing foresees that this is an
opportune moment to work on
India-China relations when India-US
relations have not really improved
under Modi and Trump. This
encourages China to board India as
a possible partner on specific sectors,
if not as a full-fledged partner.
China would still expect India to
reconsider its decision not to support
BRI, if not overtly, then covertly.
Connectivity is still an open subject
for cooperation in India-China rela-
tions. Bangladesh-China-India-
Myanmar (BCIM) is an important
corridor that needs India-China
bilateral persuasion for progress.
With India becoming a member of
the SCO, a number of corridors and
pipeline projects in the greater
Eurasia region would encourage
both sides to discuss and opt for con-
ditional cooperation within and out-
side the prism of SCO. India is also
a part of the Asia Infrastructure
Investment Bank (AIIB) and the
New Development Bank (NDB) of
BRICS. These banks are 
currently discussing a number of
connectivity and corridor finance
projects for which China would like
to have India’s cooperation at some
level.

Also, China is still eyeing India

as a potential neighbouring region to
sell its growth model and econom-
ic success story. Receiving high dig-
nitaries, hosting gala events and
offering grand receptions are part
and parcel of Chinese economic
diplomacy and its foreign relations
strategy. Hosting Modi in Wuhan is
with a purpose: to showcase a
Wuhan-like model that India might
like to emulate. Wuhan represents a
classic case of how a city of Hubei
province manages to unite the rest of
China as a commercial centre and
transportation hub. Known as
“China’s Chicago”, Wuhan has road
and railway networks to all of China’s
major cities. Wuhan was briefly
China’s capital under the KMT in
1927 and was China’s wartime cap-
ital in 1937. Xi wants to show a his-
torical context in receiving Modi in
Wuhan. Though Modi does not
need any exposure to either a
Chinese city or the Chinese model
of growth which he successfully
embedded into his “Gujarat model”
during his days as Chief Minister, still
Modi is finding it hard to national-
ly replicate his Gujarat model for
India, which would provide him an
impetus for his national campaign
like Make in India.

Therefore, the Wuhan meet may
not change everything in India-
China relations since identical region-
al ambitions in Asia put the two coun-
tries under a complex competitive
periphery today. But this need not be
read as New Delhi succumbing to a
rising China pressure post-Doklam
and Modi’s attempt to appease China
ahead of the election year 2019. The
informal Wuhan meet is happening
with concurrent interests at stake both
in India and China. This meet is cer-
tainly an emblematic one with no
joint statement being released. 
A Modi-Xi “Mann Ki Baat” is 
bound to have some impact on India-
China relations provisionally, if not
perpetually.

(The writer is Research Fellow
and Centre Coordinator for East
Asia at the Institute for Defence
Studies and Analyses, New Delhi) 

Powering Change: Women in Innovation
and Creativity”, the theme of this year’s

World Intellectual Property (IP) Day, reflects
and celebrates the diverse innovative efforts
made by women. The celebrations of the
World IP Day began in 2000, when World
Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO)
decided to designate a World IP Day to
address the perceived gap between IP as a
business/legal concept and its relevance to
people’s lives. Thereafter, April 26 was cho-
sen as the date upon which the convention
establishing the WIPO first entered into force
in 1970. WIPO is a unique and specialised
agency of the United Nations (UN) which
is dedicated to developing a balanced and
accessible IP system around the globe. It has
also taken the task of rewarding creativity,
stimulating innovation and contributing to
economic development, while safeguarding
the larger interest of the public. WIPO is the
key agency which organises the IP Day in all
its 191 member states. All the activities,
events and campaigns that centre around
each IP Day seek to spread people’s under-
standing and awareness of what IP exactly
means. They also try to demonstrate how the
global IP system fosters not only music, arts
and entertainments, but also all products and
technological innovations that help shape our
planet. The underlying narratives of these
events aim to open up the horizons of IP so
as to move it from the exclusive closets of the
legal eagles to the public domain.

Interestingly, this year, to celebrate and
ideally to offer respect to all women inno-
vators and creators, WIPO has paid tribute
to the impeccable genius once demonstrat-
ed by Hollywood diva Hedy Lamarr. She was
known more for her superb acting talent than
for her intellectual farsightedness. Her little
known career of a successful inventor was
either undervalued or rather overshadowed
by her larger than life persona in Hollywood.
This Austrian-born actor, who was consid-
ered as the most beautiful woman by her
peers in Tinseltown in the 1940s-50s, had
brought to the world a breakthrough in mil-
itary technology and laid open the way for
a new revolution in widely used contempo-
rary communication systems, known as
Bluetooth and Wi-Fi. “She worked on her
invention of an early form of Spread
Spectrum Telecommunications, in which a
signal is transmitted on a much broader
bandwidth than the original, together with
her Hollywood neighbour, the avant-garde
composer George Antheil, through the
summer of 1940” (Thorpe, 2017). Lamarr
(Hedwig Eva Maria Kiesler) spoke candid-
ly about her remarkable invention only in
1990, in an interview, one decade before her
death. Fortunately, Lamarr and Antheil
were honoured with an Electronic Frontier
Foundation Award only in 1998, after 50
years of their invention. Frequently referred
to as the “Ecstasy Girl” of the yesteryears,
Lamarr once again came to limelight because
of her death in 2000 and for the production
of an interesting documentary by Alexandra

Dean in November 2017. The innuendo of
its title, known as “Bombshell: The Hedy
Lamarr Story” says it all about her electri-
fying on-screen roles and her inventions.
And by deciding to screen this documentary
on this World IP Day at WIPO Headquarters
in Geneva, WIPO is going to remind us all
the life and times of an iconic actor who was
consistently underestimated.

Innovation is fast becoming the centre
of economic advancement for nations. It can
also be used as a potential factor in meeting
global challenges in almost all fields.
However, the capability to innovate and bring
innovation successfully both to the local and
global markets remains an uphill task for
many nations. Apart from bottlenecks in
power supply, transport and communication,
availability of skilled manpower and a safe
network of information technology, what
most of the nations suffer from is partial or
total neglect of women empowerment. And
it finally leads to hardly any encouragement
or involvement of the womenfolk in pursu-
ing any innovative activity.

This year’s theme rightly signals more
and more recognition of women entrepre-
neurs and innovators who are working tire-
lessly to bring something new to the global
community. For women rights activists, it is
already too late for the world to highlight the
innovative efforts undertaken by women.
Women are no more whippersnappers in the
world of innovation. Once Benjamin
Franklin said, “Tell me and I forget, teach me
and I may remember, involve me and I
learn.” Succinctly, these prophetic words of
legendary Franklin truly underlines why we
need to adopt a more inclusive policy while
moving towards the resurgence of a global-
ly creative and innovative zone. 

In fact, the ten unique principles set forth
by Coalition for the Women’s Economic
Empowerment and Equality (CWEEE)
stressed on how the role of women could be
focused for their development and for the
welfare of humanity as a whole. In its first
principle, it says, “Leave no woman behind”
which emphasises that improving women’s
participation and productivity in the econ-
omy improves the well-being and sustained
development of their communities and
nations. While highlighting on many other
crucial issues, the CWEEE brings to light the
most sensible aspect of empowering a
woman by saying that “Do no harm”. It must
be pointed out here that non-violence being
the foundation of humanitarianism, the State,
the myriad of civil society organisations and
most importantly the business houses should
ensure the safety and security of women at
work and outside. The very empowerment
of women disrupts the status quo and it may
create either temporary or permanent threat
perceptions for the rest of the society. And
hence, while bringing forward women, both
the public and private run governance sys-
tems should see to it that adequate steps are
taken to mitigate gender-based violence.

Nevertheless, the WIPO Policy on

Gender Equality-2014 has come as a great
relief to the womenfolk as the organisation
for the first time stressed on gender equal-
ity and empowerment of women both with-
in and outside it. The landmark policy deci-
sion released on August 5, 2014, says, “As the
UN specialised agency dedicated to pro-
moting innovation and creativity for eco-
nomic, social and cultural development
through the use of intellectual property (IP),
the WIPO is committed to promote gender
equality and the empowerment of women
within its mandate and in line with the com-
mitments of the UN, including those
expressed in the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women (1979), the Beijing
Declaration and Platform for Action (1995),
Economic and Social Council Agreed
Conclusions 1997/2 (A/52/3), Millennium
Development Goals (2000) and the UN
System-Wide Policy on Gender Equality and
Empowerment of Women (CEB/2006/2).” 

These commitments simply recognise
the fact that economic, social and cultural
development cannot be realised unless there
is gender equality and women empower-
ment. This policy further indicates gender
mainstreaming in WIPO’s policies and pro-
grammes and gender equality at its work-
places. In the meantime, WIPO has started
its own campaign called “Bend the Trend”
to make gender parity a reality within the
organisation. A study of WIPO Assemblies’
participants from member states by gender
from 1980-2016 shows that the organisation
itself will have to wait for another 17 years
i.e. 2035, to reach gender equality among
member states. It has been recorded that
WIPO has taken 36 years to get to 36 per cent
participation of women delegates at its
Assemblies since its inception. But then

WIPO is becoming more ambitious to
achieve the same target by 2030.

Another major concern today is the rise
of inequality in the payment to men and
women. It is very strange that women
around the globe are earning less than men
for work of equal value. For example, on aver-
age, women in the UN Economic
Commission for Europe (UNECE) region
earn only 81.1 cents for that of Euro men.
Strangely, this gender pay gap continues
despite the recognition of the principle of
equal remuneration.

At the core of the problem of under rep-
resentation or pay disparity lies with a gov-
ernance system that does not support women
on many fronts. What we need is a reform
agenda. And it has been adopted by many
countries to bring in more women into work-
force and to the forefront of policy making.
It has long been realised that Government
policies can support innovation by continu-
ally reforming and updating the regulatory
and institutional framework within the para-
meters of which innovative activity takes place.
An OECD work named “Innovation and
Growth-Rationale for an Innovative Strategy”
highlights that “In this context, reforms are
needed to make public policy and regulato-
ry framework more conducive to innovation
in a range of policy areas from the general
business environment, especially in the ser-
vices, particularly in the network industries
to international trade and international
investment, financial markets and labour mar-
kets, and education”. But the fear is that the
obstacles that women confront from reach-
ing the top are not only about changing pol-
icy making but are rather more prosaic in per-
spective. Consciously or unconsciously,
women are simply made a category at every
sphere of life and living. For professional

growth of a girl child, we need to change our
education system wherein they all would be
portrayed as equally important, strong and
respectable along with boys. Giving oppor-
tunities to handful of girls or women can’t
change status and capabilities the women.

At times opportunities galore, but the
environment around is not conducive for a
girl child’s career. Women in most of the
developing societies face existential threat,
besides being barred by lack of capital and
family pressure to take up household respon-
sibilities. It is well accepted that with glob-
alisation women along with men have
crossed many traditional frontiers and
achieved laurels across the world. But then
this would not be enough to encourage many
more to take up entrepreneurial ventures and
leadership in public life.

Again a dense web of debates raises the
point whether women are considered only
as the passive beneficiaries of inventive flame.
Grappling with the flows and subjectivities
in a globalised world, some scholars such as
Francesca Bray opine that “the modernist
association of technology with masculinity
translates into everyday experiences of gen-
der, historical narratives, employment prac-
tices, education and design of new tech-
nologies and the distribution of power
across a global society in which technology
is seen as the driving force of progress”. As
globalisation will most certainly going to sus-
tain, either in one or the other form, the chal-
lenges for women innovators are likely to
increase in the coming decades. With the
World IP Day completing its 18 years of cel-
ebrations since its inception in 2000, it has
raised awareness about IP and the constituent
rights surrounding it. The womenfolk must
steer its creative genius to various emerging
fields so as to contribute more and to regis-
ter gender equality in the days to come.

Despite having all the odds on the road
ahead, it is time for women to reach the stars
and compete equally with men in all fields.
As the world is becoming flatter and flatter
every passing day, women need to wade
through the traditional barriers and come
forward. She can be a Lamarr, Maryam
Mirzakhani, Lata Mangeshkar, Madonna,
Celine Dion or a revered Mother Teresa. She
needs to fight her own battle, first against
herself and then against society. It’s all about
struggling to win over a mindset. While cre-
ativity is thinking about new things, inno-
vation is doing purely new things. Therefore,
challenges are bound to rise. On this World
IP Day, to instill and inspire millions of
women to become innovators and creators,
once again we reiterate what philosopher
Bertrand Russell said, “Do not fear to be
eccentric in opinion, for every opinion now
accepted was once eccentric.” So move on.
Let the world get enlightened, encouraged
and empowered by a brand new league of
women innovators!

(The writer is an expert on 
international affairs)

Prime Minister Narendra Modi shakes hands with Chinese President Xi Jinping during an exhibition at Hubei Provincial Museum in Wuhan on
Friday PTI 


