Commentary

Tabligh-e-Jama’ at Under the Scanner of
German Intelligence

Alok Rashmi Mukhopadhyay

OnMay 17, 2005, the Federa Interior Ministry of Germany published its
annual report on the Protection of Constitution for 2004. For the last few years,
the country’ sdomesticintelligence agency —Bundesamt flr Verfassungsschutz
(BfV) —under the Federal Interior Ministry, has been publishing such reportson
itswebgte. Focusing ontheinterna security Situation of Germany, therecent report
includesexternal threats, indigenousleft and right-wing groups, their potential for
violence, foreign terrorist and militant groupsactivein Germany and the presence
of foreignintelligence serviceson German soil. Onthe occasion of the publication,
German Federa Minister of Interior Otto Schily warned that [lamic terrorism
posesthegreatest global threat aswell asfor Germany. Highlighting the slight
increase (from 30,950in 2003 to 31,800 in 2004) in the membership strength of
|slamist organi sationsin Germany, he emphasi sed the need to ban the existing
organisationsand their activitiesasan effectiveinstrument to combat the threat.

Thesignificance of Germany inthe post -9/11 global scenario needslittle
reiteration. The unearthing of thefact that Hamburg wasthe birthplace of the
conspiracy to attack UScivil and military ingtallationson 9/11, thearrestsof some
key terroristsin Germany and their subsequent trials have indeed evoked global
interest. Ascounter-measuresto tackletheterrorist threat onitsown soil, Germany
hasa ready gpproved two security packagesin order to enableitssecurity gpparatus
to meet the new challenge. Threeldlamist organi sations have been banned asa
part of the process. The Caliphate State, essentially a Turkish diaspora-based
organisation with its headquartersin Cologne, was banned in December 2001.
After aprotracted legal tussle, theleader of the organisation, Metin Kaplan, was
extradited to Turkey in October 2004. Likewise, in August 2002, the German
Interior Ministry prohibited the activities of the Aachen-based charity Al Agsa,
accused of collecting fundsfor the Hamas. German agencies have also been
watching the propagandainitiativesand other rel ated activities of Hizb-ut-Tahrir
al-Idami (Party for Idamic Liberation). The German chapter of theglobal Idamic
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organisation Hizb-ut-Tahrir (HUT) throughitspropagandaliteratureand especialy
throughits German website, www.explizit-idam.de, hasnot only been propagating
itsradical Ilamic agendabut alsoitsvirulent anti-1srael, anti-West worldview.
I nterestingly, HUT’ santi-Semitic and anti-USideol ogica standpoint isshared by
thefar-right National Democratic Party of Germany (NPD). In January 2003,
Germany prohibited HUT and itswebsitewasclosed. In December 2004, German
agenciesalso foiled asuicide attack onthevisiting Iragi Prime Minister Ayad
Allawi in Berlin. Two membersof the organisation Ansar al-Idamwerearrested
inthisconnection.?

However, it isnoteworthy that for thefirst timeaglobal 1lamic movement,
Tabligh-e-Jama’ at (Community of Preaching and Mission), basically a South
Asian movement, ismentioned intheAnnua Report of 2004. Under the category
of other foreign Idlamist organi sations activein Germany, thereport specificaly
mentionsthe considerableincreasein its support base (present strength: 450).3
Under therubric of ‘ Foreign Extremist Efforts Ominousto Security’, thereport
describestheroot of the Tabligh-e-Jama’ at, itsactivitiesand thethreat potential
for Germany. Though the report admitsthat the Tabligh-e-Jama’ at presentsitself
asgpoalitica and refutesviolencein principle, however giventhemovement’srigid
interpretation of Islam and itsglobal reach, the possibility of Islamist groups
instrumentalising the structure of the movement cannot beruled out.*

Thesignificanceof the Tabligh-e-Jama’ at citationintheAnnual Report of a
Europeanintelligence agency ismanifold. Prior to this, European agencieshave
observed theactivitiesof varioustraditional militant, terrorist or separatist South
As abased-organi sationsactivein Europe—for example, the Liberation Tigersof
Tamil Edam (LTTE), theInternational Sikh'Youth Federation (1SY F) and Harkat-
ul-Mujahideen. In 2000, the UK, following the US, prohibited some of theabove-
mentioned organisations. Becauseof palitica developmentsin SouthAsia, activities
of traditional organisationslike LTTE or ISY F arealmost frozenin Europe. In
consonancewiththetrend of previousyears, thestrength of the LT TE in Germany
has stagnated (about 750 from 2001 to 2004).° However, in the post-9/11
environment, security agencieshave started to vigoroudly investigate, locateand
exposevariousterrorist groupsand s eegper cellsthroughout Europe. Thegenera
awareness about the threat to European society and legal order has begun to
increase. Realising the public mood after 9/11, radical Idamic groupsin Europe,
whose shrill anti-West, anti-US, Jihadi rhetoric wereadaily feature, either toned
down or changed their techniques.

Theyear 2004 wasamilestonein the domestic security Situationin Europe.
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Terrorigt attackson March 11, 2004, in Madrid claiming 191 liveshighlighted the
capability of terrorist deeper cellsto conspireand target civilianson such alarge
scale. On November 2, 2004, Theo van Gogh, the controversia Dutch filmmaker,
wasbrutally killed in Amsterdam. Mohammad Bouyeri, 26, aDutch-Moroccan
alleged to beamember of aradical 1damic network inthe Netherlands, isfacing
chargein this connection before a Dutch court. Thekilling of Van Gogh and
subsequent attacks on mosguesin Dutch cities, point to the delicate nature of
inter-community relations in the Netherlands. Madrid and Amsterdam also
underscored the need for continuing the ongoing governmental effortsto tackle
the present perceived threat. Ontheir part, European agencieshave been successtul
in prosecuting some key terrorists, masterminds or indoctrinatorsin Europe or
extraditing themtotheir countriesof origin.

Europehasclearly recognised thefact that thethreat fromglobd radica Idamic
movementsis not just external . Continuous propagandain print outletsandin
websites of these Europe-based |dlamist organi sations has now found itstarget
audience in the second-and third generation of Muslim immigrants. Lack of
education, poor integration of theseyoung Mudimsinthe European societies, high
rates of unemployment, crime and drug abuse, generation gap and asimplistic
interpretation of international affairs by these global |slamic movements or
indoctrinators are the contributing factors of the growing radical trend amongst
young Mudimsin Europe.

Itis, therefore, noteworthy that European security agencieshavebeentrying
to study theorigin, evolution, arrival in Europe and modus operandi of global
|slamic movements. These movements apparently seem to be non-violent and
apolitical but their ultimateaimisto establishagloba Caliphate based onan all-
encapsulating 1lam. Theidentification of the Tabligh-e-Jama’ at by European
agenciessignifiesthat the agencies are attempting to have an understanding of
globa Idamic movementsoriginating not only from the conflict zonesof WestAsa
but from South Asiaaswell. Asthe Genera Intelligence and Security Services
(A1VD) of the Netherlands saysin itscomments upon the Tabligh-e-Jama’ at:
“Inthe Western world the view iswinning ground that deeper study isnecessary
into the exclusivismand parallelism advocated by these groups.”®

Tabligh-e-Jama’at in Europe

In 1927, MaulanaMuhammad Ilyas Kandhalwi (1885-1944) founded the
Tabligh-e-Jama’ at at Mewat near Delhi. Asan offshoot of the Deobandi School,
the movement extended itsinfluencein thewhole subcontinent. Every year, their
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annual congregations (ijetma) are held in Bhopal (India), Tongi near Dhaka
(Bangladesh) and Raiwind near L ahore (Pakistan). Observerswho havewitnessed
these annual assembliesopinethat these are very large gatherings of followers
only comparablewith theannual pilgrimagetotheHoly City of Mecca. Leading
politica figuresof Bangladesh and Pakistan (likeformer Pakistani President Rafiq
Tarar) arefollowersof the movement.” It has membersin the Pakistan Armed
Forces and its preachers are allowed to deliver sermons in Pakistani army
ingtalations. Insofar asrdigiousactivitiesof Tabligh-e-Jama’ at are concerned, it
isapietistic and prosdlytising movement. It underscoresthe need for reawakening
thefaith of theMuslimsand itsfollowerspledgetotravel in order to enrol new
members. Someof thenew recruitsare sent to the Tabligh-run madrasasin Pakistan
for further training.

Historically, after the partition of Indiaand particularly inthe 1960s, alarge
number of Mudimimmigrantsfrom South Asiaarrived in Britain and settled near
big British citieslike Bradford and Manchester. Asper the British Censusof 2001,
peopleof Pakistani origin constitute thelargest minority group (14.5 per cent) in
Bradford and Muslimsare the second-largest religious group (16.1 per cent) in
thiscity. Manchester has 100,000 Asian Mudlim settlersout of which 20,000 are
from Pakistan.® Establishment of the European headquartersof Tabligh-e-Jama’ at
inthe British town of Dewsbury, closeto both Bradford and Manchester, may
therefore be seen from the context of ahigher density of SouthAsianimmigrants.
Since 1968, Tabligh-e-Jama’ at has been active in France. Apart from its
headquartersat theAr-Rahmamosquenear Paris, itisdsoactiveinLile, Marsallle,
Mulhouse and Dreux.® In Germany, the adherents of Tabligh-e-Jama’ at usethe
mosgues in Munich, Nirnberg, Erfurt and Cologne. In 1977, the Tabligh-e-
Jama’ at started its activitiesin Norway amongst Pakistanis and Moroccans.™®
Broadly speaking, Tabligh-e-Jama’ at in Europe has been working among poor
South Asian and Maghreb guest workers® and through their annual gatheringsat
Dewsbury.

AlcoholicAnonymousor an Obscur antist Sect?

Asaready mentioned, the Dutch AIVD initsstudy has characterised the
activities of movementslike Tabligh-e-Jama’ at in Europe as exclusivist and
pardldig. Exclusvism heredenotesthetrend of agenerd doofnessof Mudimsin
the European host societies. They havelessinterest inlocal and nationa politics
and refuseto integrate into the mainstream of European societies. Thereexists
among them, agenerd attitudetowardstheir countriesof residenceasatemporary
halt, fromwherethey would eventudly return. Parallelism, onthe contrary, refers
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totheideaof establishing an aternate society, i.e., atransplanted version of their
countriesof originwithrituas, religiouspracticesand mosquesinaforeignland. If
extended or aspropagated by thegloba Idamic movements, thisideaof pardlelism
may eventually lead to parallel Muslim societies (totally based on the literal
interpretation of Idamictextsby thesegloba 1damic movements) inapredominantly
Chrigtian setting. Inthelong run, such paralelismwill resultingreater divisonand
ghettoisation in European societies solely onthebasisof religion.

Asfar asan exclusivist movement like Tabligh-e-Jama’ at isconcerned and
theimmediatethreat of proliferation by theterrorist networksto useitsranks, it
must benoted that the characterisation of thismovement oscillatesfrom oneextreme
toanother. BarbaraD. Metcaf comparesthismovement withAlcoholicAnonymous,
which impliesthat the basic aim of the movement isfor self-improvement of an
individua by spiritual blessings.’2 Onthe contrary, Soheib Bencheikh, thegrand
Mufti of Marselllein France, termsthemovement asan obscurantist sect, whichis
ravaging theMudim youthin France.* Alex Alexiev, aterrorism expert with the
Center for Security Policy inthe US describesthe Tabligh-e-Jama’ at as* Jihad's
stedthy legions’.* Thiskind of diverseinterpretation of asinglemovement arises
out of theambivalent nature of such |damic movementsactiveinvariousMudim
diasporain Europe. The AlVD correctly observes: “... Dawa (the propagation of
theradical-Idamicideol ogy)-oriented groups of ten make ambiguous comments
about thelegitimacy of thearmed Jihad in areaswhere Muslims are oppressed
and persecuted (for example, Kashmir, Chechnyaor recently, Irag).”*° It should
also be added that theinfluence of the preaching of Tabligh-e-Jama’ attojointhe
armed Jihad in different parts of the world cannot be totally excluded asitis
dready highlightedin someingtancesthat Western Jhadis(liketheAmerican Tdiban
John Walker Lindh who fought in Afghanistan) wereindeed influenced by the
preaching of thismovement. Thiskind of threat perception of religiousindoctrination
isaso sharedintheannua report of the German Intelligence, whenit forewarns
that inteng vetraining coursesfor thesdectively recruited membersof the Tabligh-
e-Jama’ at at the Quranic schoolsin Pakistan are suitablefor indoctrination and
also makethe participantssusceptibleto | amist positioning.

Conclusion

Itispremature to cometo adefinitive conclusion on whether the Tabligh-e-
Jama’ at does really encourage Jihad, because primarily it is an amorphous
movement and not ahierarchical organisation. A consultative council of senior
membersrunsits European headquartersat Dewsbury. Asthe movement avoids
themediaand preferstowork quietly, itisa so difficult toanayseitsultimateaim
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andtactics. However, itisclear that thetarget of the perceived radical eementsin
thismovement isthe second-and third generation South Asiansin Europe. The
prevailing demographic trend in Europe and the need for immigration area so
indicativethat moreimmigrantsare expected to arrivein Europefrom SouthAsia
and North Africainthe coming decades. A UN study predictsthat evenif 0.6
million immigrants arrive in Europe between 2000 and 2050, the European
popul ation would neverthel essdecrease by 96 million during the sameperiod.’* A
majority of theseimmigrantswould be Mudlims. Already, Islam isthe second-
largest and fastest-growing religion in Europe. These global 1damic movements
will, therefore, definitely compete with each other to extend their support base.

However, theseradical 1damic organisationsand movementshave also some
inherent drawbacks. First of al, prior to and especially after 9/11, the open support
by some of these Europe-based groupsto theterrorist attacksin US brought
them not only under the scanner of European intelligence agenciesbut attracted
global attention. Inthisscenario, their overt propagandaand sufficient spacefor
manoeuvringsarealready restricted. Because of an attentive Europeanmedia, itis
alsodifficult for themto exploit religiousgatheringslikethe Friday prayersinthe
mosquesto disseminatethe r propaganda. Coordination at theleve of the European
Union al so poses obstacles for them to exploit the free movement within the
Schengen area. Second, these movementsarethemselvesdivided on ethniclines
incomposition, leadershipissue, theological debate and about their ultimate goal
and present tactics.

The growing awarenesswithin the Muslim communitiesalready settledin
Europeisalso animpediment. During thelast decade, there hasbeen aconcerted
attempt to form aEuropean Mudim community leadershipwithwhom at least a
did oguecan begtarted onintegration, assmilation and multiculturalisminrespective
European societies. Encouragement from the government side may differ from
nation to nation, however the importance of theissue isaccepted eveninthe
European Security Strategy. As the dialogue between the moderate Muslim
community and the governmentsisatwo-way process, both sidesare expected
to communicate and formulateinnovative methodsto counter the challenge of
religiousindoctrination and counter-integration theses by these global Ilamic
movements.

TheBritish parliamentary eectionsin May 2005 areasign of progressinthis
regard wherein the Mudim community enthusiastically participated inthewhole
process. Inthe case of Germany, it will beinteresting to observe asto how the
Mudlim community will participatein the coming national elections, tobeheldin

Tabligh-e-Jama at Under the Scanner 337



September 2005. Germany hasatotal Muslim population of 3.3 million, out of
which 732,000 possess a German passport.t” However, likein other European
countries, theMudim community in Germany isaso divided onthebas sof ethnicity
aswell ason denomination. For instance, theAhmadiyas, who are mostly refugees
from Pakistan, area50,000 strong community. TheAlevites, who aremainly from
Turkey, number 4,00,000. Both these groupsare considered by themgjor Mudim
sectsin Germany as* heretics' and seen with disdain.*® Considering thissocial
divide, itwill beingtructiveto study thevoting pattern of the Mudim communities,
especialy wherethe community formsaconsi derable massof theelectorate, like
Berlin-Kreuzberg. It isa so expected that during the electoral campaigninthe
coming months, theissueof Idam, Mudim communitiesand their rolein Germany
will bethoroughly deliberated upon.
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