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Thisisarare book, based on primary/official sources and memoirs of a
seasoned diplomat, and it providesincisiveinformation and analysisof acritical
phase (1957-62) that shaped the future course of relations between Asia’'stwo
giant nations— Indiaand China. The book hasten chapterstaking usthroughthe
varioustwistsand turnsin Sino-Indian relations, starting from fermentation of
suspicion around 1957 to thein 1962.

Inthe setting, Ambassador Bhutani providesthe backdrop to China'sposition
inthetheninternationa environment asafriendly country committedtoapolicy of
peaceful existence and opposed to the Cold War matrix. Inthefirst part of the
book hewonders* how afriendly China, seeking itsrightful placeinthe comity of
nations, becameaproblem for freedom and integrity of itsneighbours.” Thesecond
part dealswith the entire gamut of the Tibet episode which actually formsthe
central theme of the book. Therevolt in Tibet and subsequent devel opments,
particularly theconfusion over boundary | ocation asperceived by an I ndian diplomeat
posted inthefield, fillsgapsin the history of the subject written earlier by many
expertsbothinsdeand outsdelndia Thethird part ded swith thegrowing mistrust
between Indiaand Chinaarising out of the Tibet issueand resulting inadiplomatic
impasse. Theauthor arguesthat China' s belligerent attitude towardsits major
neighboursand its subsequent international isolation led tothewar with Indiain
1962. The book reflects, towards the end, on the initial formation of a Sino-
Pakistan strategic aliancevis-avisIndiawhich led to the Indo-Pak war in 1965.

Thebook attemptsto reveal facts about the Sino-Indian border conflict and
dispelsthemythsbelieved for too long that tended to subscribeto Nehru’sblunders.
At the sametime, onewonderswhy the author choseto writethe book at atime
when peopleboth in Chinaand India— willing to forget the past — viewed the
conflict asan aberration in thetwo thousand five hundred years of civilisationa
rel ationship between thetwo countries. The book, nevertheless, triesto caution
the new generation in Indian about thediligenceand carefulnessrequired to deal
with China
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Severd Indian and Western schol ars, using both Chinese and Indian sources,
have aready writtenthe history of thiscritical period. Inthissense, thebook isa
retold history. However, it attempts apersonal account of the subject based on
nuancesdrawn from persond experienceand supported heavily by officid sources,
particularly diplomatic notesto which the author had access.

Although Chinesedisdain for what Nehru stood for inideol ogical termsiswell
known, Ambassador Bhutani dwellsinterestingly on how the Chinese perhaps
used the Soviet Academician, P. Yudin, who wasthen the Soviet Ambassador in
Chinatoreact toNehru's* discursve' thoughts. Elsewhere, theauthor interestingly
cites an observation by one of his Chinese acquaintances on, “how it was
inconceivablethat aweak country (meaning India), ruled by bourgeoisiewhich
tended to favour ‘imperialism’ rather thanthe* peopl€’, could make decisionsto
auititsowninterests.”

Therevoltsin Tibet, Indian reactionsand China sresponseto theissueare
andysedingreat detail usng credibledata. It would have been, however, interesting
if theauthor had compared hisanalyseswith thoseof Western authorsusing Chinese
sources. Theauthor’s narration of the Dalai Lama’sflight isbased on official
correspondence. The book |eavesno room for doubt that Indiaand Chinawere
firmly committed to the non-interference in each other’s affairs based on the
Panchshed!. It, however, fail sto explain clearly how and why the Tibet issuewas
thrust on Indiato thedetriment of itsrelationswith China

I nterestingly, someintimate detailshave emerged in the recent years about the
Tibet episode and therolethe CI A played through thememoirs of retired agents.
The ClA-inspired secret war in Tibet — an operation code-named ‘ ST Circus —
is considered as one of the most exotic episodes in the annals of Western
intelligence. Anin-house CI A sudy called thesecret war in Tibet oneof theagency's
“most romantic programsof covert action.”

Many sources now tend to suggest that Washington on itsown initiative
promised financial backing for the Dalai Lama— who considered fleeing to the
United States— and aid for resistance effortsinside Tibet way back in 1951.
A large number of Tibetan Khampavolunteersweretrainedin Colorado and air-
dropped into Tibet between 1952 and 1962. Somerecent studiesindicatethat the
CIA even' channeled extra-sensory ingructionstothe Ddai Lama soraclemonk
detailing theescaperoute. The Daai Lama, however, deniesthat the CIA had any
involvement in his escape and that there was no mystical contact between his
oracleand CIA agents. Thememoirsrevea how the CIA request to Indiato grant
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political asylumtothe Dala Lamawas accepted by Nehru.

TheDdal Lama sescape prompted the Ei senhower Administration to expand
its covert-assistance programme. By July 1959, the CIA began using C-130s
flyingfrom asecret CI A basein Takhli, Thailand to airdrop arms, ammunition and
US-trained Tibetansinto Tibet. Between 1957 and 1960, CIA wasbelieved to
have delivered 40 drops containing more than 400 tons of cargo to the Tibetan
resistance. A book on Tibet entitled Orphans of the Cold War by Knausgives
detailsof CIA operationsusing the Tibetans. Thesewereof great benefit tothe
USthrough valuable Chinese‘ work papers detailing the disastrous effectsof the
1959-1961 Great L egp Forward, plummeting moralewithinthe PLA and Beijing's
military plans in Tibet. According to the book Tears of Lotus by
Roger E. McCarthy, who had along career and wasin-charge of the Tibetan
Programmefor the CIA until late 1961, an estimated 35-40 airdropswere made.
Recently declassfied USintelligence documents show that the CIA wasspending
morethan US$1.7 million annually onthe Tibet operation.

Thebook provides, for thefirst time, adetailed account of the Chinesetreatment
of Indians, especidly theLadakhi Lamaswhowerethenstudyingin Tibetanreligious
monasteriesand Kashmiri traders, Khachas, residingin Lhasa. Interestingly, the
Lamasincluded spiritual monks hailing from the disputed areasa ong the Sino-
Indianfrontiersin Ladakh sectors. Among them wasaprominent Ladakhi Lama,
Togdan Rinpochefrom Changtang.

Onewould, however, disagree with the author over theargument that China
and Indiawere both losers in the game — and the winner was only Tibetan
Buddhism, theinterest for which hasgained globa proportion. Inthiscontext, it
would beright to say that thefourteenth Dala Lama, Tenzin Gyatso, hasgained
persona fameinternationally but the side-effect of hiscelebrity statusisthat the
case of Tibet isbecoming more and more apolitical. The attraction for Tibetan
Buddhism hashelped dissipatethe political driveneededtoliberate Tibetan people
frommedieva bondage. Inany case, only the desperate onesin theWest challenged
by materialism harbour fascination for Tibetan Buddhism. It needsto be seen how
interest in Tibetan Buddhism gets sustained once theinhumanities of Chinese
communism no longer remain the soleissue.

Thebook ispassionatein its approach. It should be useful for the current
policy-makersand for scholars engaged in deep research on the subject.

P Stobdan
New Delhi
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